gh Ionia and Lydia to Susa. This was tour Hundred arasanges (1666 miles) long and had one hundred and ging places. The journey from Ephesus to Susa via >k ninety-three days. The speed of the couriers who id their orders or messages on horseback was said to .t of the flight of a crane. Official messages, bearing seal, were carried with all speed, but all private cations were subject to censorship. Not until the empire of Genghis Khan will the postal services be as . as sure.
>ntent with Susa, his permanent capital on the plain, had another residence built on the plateau which known to the Greeks as Persepolis, "the city of the ".   Everything made of wood or brick was destroyed arius's palaces were burnt by order of Alexander in All that remained of Persepolis was the stone frame-the buildings and the many columns which make it iay the loveliest and proudest ruined city on earth, at Persepolis that, during the Nauruz, or New Year ae Achaemenian kings  received the  tribute of the s.   This solemn procession is shown in relief on the ' the huge terrace on which Darius's palace is built. In .Iding of Persepolis Darius employed architects from and other advanced civilisations whose influence is amongst features of Assyro-Babylonian, Ionian and i  architecture.    This  collaboration gave rise to an ; imperial architecture,  with elements from, all the n satrapies.   Taken as a whole, however, it has an able unity and an unequalled grandeur and ostentation, ssyrians and Babylonians built their temples and palaces races, but that was no longer necessary here, on the soil of the plateau.   The two types of palace, housing the residence or the throne, had a portico with a colon-flanked by two massive corner towers, and, behind, a hall olumns, surrounded, in the case of the residential palace, Dms and adjoining quarters.   This type of building, as .c thf rnnitals and columns, is Chaldaean and Median